PRESTIGE PARTNERS

AN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE
DEDICATED TO
TAX COMPETITION

WORD FROM THE
ORGANIZERS
TaxCOOP 2015 launches an essential collective
reflection about the future of tax systems and
tax competition in a world where globalization
and information technology developments
shape business models. To better understand
the phenomenon, this unique initiative brings
together government officials, experts, academics, business people and civil society. You
are all invited to take part in the discussion!

ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE
BRIGITTE ALEPIN
ALLISON CHRISTIANS
LYNE LATULIPPE
NATALIE ST-PIERRE

« Les pays reconnaissent depuis longtemps
qu’une course au moins-disant fiscal
conduirait à terme à appliquer des taux
d’imposition nuls sur certaines sources
mobiles de revenu pour l’ensemble des pays,
que cela soit ou non l’objectif poursuivi par
tel ou tel pays. »

« Il y aurait plus de revenu pour tout le
monde, si les pays résistaient à la tentation
de se concurrencer les uns les autres pour
attirer les entreprises. Le nivellement par le
bas ramène tout le monde au plus bas. »
CHRISTINE LAGARDE,
Directrice générale du Fonds monétaire international

OCDE, BEPS, Questions fréquemment posées
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2015 PROGRAM
7:30 - 7:45
WELCOME AND REGISTRATION
7:45-8:45 > CAFÉ DES BEAUX-ARTS
BREAKFAST
PORTRAIT D’UNE FISCALITÉ
QUÉBÉCOISE ADAPTÉE AU QUÉBEC DU 21e SIÈCLE

BRIGITTE ALEPIN
EMILIO B. IMBRIGLIO
LUC GODBOUT
HOST : STÉPHANE PALLAGE

08:30 - 9:00
WELCOME AND REGISTRATION
09:00 - 09:10 > MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM
OPENING SPEECH

BRIGITTE ALEPIN
ALLISON CHRISTIANS
LYNE LATULIPPE
NATALIE ST-PIERRE

09:10 - 10:15

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

COMPETITION AND TAXATION: A LOOK AT THE LANDSCAPE
Through presentations made by leading tax executives, this panel provides participants
with the necessary unbiased insight to fully grasp tax competition. What is tax competition? Who competes for what? Is tax competition good, bad, or neutral? Should we fear it?
Limit it? What are the lessons we have learned from the past?

10:15 - 10:40

KATHARINA BECKER
ALLISON CHRISTIANS
PETER DIETSCH
LYNE LATULIPPE

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

TAX COMPETITION AMID ASYMMETRICAL INFORMATION
Countries publish their tax rules, but that doesn’t mean the public – or other national tax
authorities — know how those rules are being interpreted and applied. This panel will
discuss actual cases to show how restricted tax information has produced unexpected and
illogical tax outcomes, undermining the economic case for tax competition.

ELISE J. BEAN

10:40 - 11:00
BREAK
11:00 - 11:40

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

COMPETING WHEN YOUR COMPETITORS DON’T PAY TAX.
INSIDERS’ VIEWS & SOLUTIONS

Opportunities to hear tax specialists in the corporate world publically discuss how they
manage the dilemma of remaining good corporate citizens, on the one hand, and generating profits for their investors, on the other, are few and far between. In addition to
learning how they navigate through this minefield, find out what these top-level professionals foresee as possible solutions to the issue of tax competition.

STEVEN ADAMS
TASSO LAGIOS
HOST : NATALIE ST-PIERRE
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11:40 - 12:30

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

FROM GLOBAL TO LOCAL TAX COMPETITION:
WHEN TAX COMPETITION HITS CLOSE TO HOME

Lesser known than its international counterpart, local or regional tax competition can
be just as aggressive and very real. This is an opportunity to consider how neighbouring
jurisdictions have competed aggressively in Europe, Africa and North America, and what
we have learned from those specific cases.

SAM BROWNBACK
BLANCA MORENO-DODSON
HOST : PAUL WALDIE

12:30 - 14:00
LUNCH
14:00 - 14:35

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

THE OECD’S BEPS PROJECT: AN EXCLUSIVE UPDATE FOR TAXCOOP’S AUDIENCE

This exclusive session features Pascal Saint-Amans, Director of the OECD’s Centre for
Tax Policy and Administration since the inception of the Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) project, who shares his insights on the journey travelled so far with regard
to BEPS and the road map for its future.
14:35 - 15:10

PASCAL SAINT-AMANS
HOST : GABE HAYOS

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

IT’S LEGAL, BUT IS IT MORAL?: TAX MORALITY AND ITS LIMITS

This session will turn the spotlight on the use and misuse of morality in taxation systems.
The panellists will provide the participants with a definition of morality in the context of
taxation, conduct an analysis of the current role and importance of tax morality in current
taxation systems and discuss how corporate social responsibility should be factored into
the equation.

15 :10 – 16 :00

BRIAN J. ARNOLD
ALISON HOLDER
HOST : JEAN-PIERRE VIDAL

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

GET INSPIRED AND MOVING WITH SOME HELP FROM
OPINION LEADERS WHO HAVE MADE A TRUE DIFFERENCE

Hear a panel of leaders who have brought true change in the specialized field of taxation and public policies. Is there hope that change can happen? How do you know? How can
you get involved? The do’s and don’ts, lessons learned; How to get things moving and people
talking when topics are complex and remote from the general public?

MARGARET HODGE, PAR VIDÉO
LEE SHEPPARD
HOST : BRIGITTE ALEPIN

16:00 - 16:30
BREAK
16:30 - 17:45

> MAXWELL-CUMMINGS AUDITORIUM

CORPORATE TAX ON TRIAL

This debate will clarify the question of the future of corporate tax beyond biases and
easy solutions. Experts will present the relevant facts, their solutions and their arguments
about the worth of corporate income as a source of tax revenue. Opposing views will clash
in the form of an impartial and educational trial. Your positions may be rudely tested!

AGAINST : DAN MITCHELL
FOR : RICHARD MURPHY
LOUISE OTIS
JAY K. ROSENGARD

17:45 - 20:00 > CAFÉ DES BEAUX-ARTS
COCKTAIL : TOWARD TAXCOOP 2016
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SPEAKERS
THE EXPERTS SPEAK

STEVEN ADAMS

BRIGITTE ALEPIN

CANADA

CANADA

Steven Adams has over 25 years of experience in corporate taxation. As Vice
President Taxation at Future Electronics, he
is recognized for his in-depth knowledge in
the field and for his keen creativity, resulting in innovative solutions to a multitude of
problems, both in Canada and abroad.

Brigitte Alepin is a Canadian businesswoman, a Harvard trained tax specialist, and
tax policy advisor. She has both public and
private-sector experience that allows her
to offer a multidimensional perspective of
tax policies and public finances. Mrs. Alepin
co-wrote the documentary “The Price We
Pay,” inspired by her book “La crise fiscale
qui vient”.

BRIAN J. ARNOLD

ELISE J. BEAN

CANADA

USA

Brian J. Arnold is a Senior Adviser at the
Canadian Tax Foundation, Toronto. He is a
graduate of Harvard Law School and taught
tax law at a Canadian law school for 28
years. He has been a consultant to various
governments, the OECD, and the United
Nations.

Elise Bean was first hired to serve as an
attorney on the U.S. Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee. In
2003, she is appointed staff director and
chief counsel of the Committee’s Permanent
Subcommittee on Investigations. In 2013
and 2011, the Washingtonian magazine
named her one of Washington’s 100 most
powerful women.

KATHARINA BECKER

SAM BROWNBACK

GERMANY

USA

Katharina Becker is Head of the International Tax Division of the Federal Academy of
Finance in the Federal Ministry of Finance
in Berlin. In the German Tax Administration
she has had different functions so far, such
as the head of the Harmful Tax Competition
Division, the Mutual Agreement Procedures
group, and of Advance Pricing Agreements.

Governor Sam Brownback was elected to
Congress in 1994. Two years later, he won
a seat in the U.S Senate and served there
until 2010. In 2010, he is elected Governor
of Kansas. Governor Brownback is working
to make Kansas the best state in America to
raise a family and grow a business.
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ALLISON CHRISTIANS

PETER DIETSCH

CANADA

CANADA

Allison Christians is a professor at the
McGill University Faculty of Law.  As a
recognized expert in U.S., Canadian, and
international taxation law, she is known
for her work on the relationship between
taxation and economic development and on
the role of government and non-government
institutions and actors in the creation of tax
policy norms.

Peter Dietsch is Associate Professor at
the Université de Montréal. His research
interests lie at the intersection of political
philosophy and economics, with a particular
focus on questions of income distribution as
well as on the normative dimensions of economic policies. He is the author of “Catching
Capital – The Ethics of Tax Competition.”

LUC GODBOUT

GABE HAYOS

CANADA

CANADA

Luc Godbout is Director of the Taxation
Department at the Université de Sherbrooke
and principal researcher in public finance
of the Research Chair in Taxation and Public
Finance. He devoted his recent research
to tax structure, the impact of the aging
population on public finances, and public
pension plan funding.

Gabe Hayos was elected as a Fellow of
the Institute of Chartered Accountants of
Ontario in 2009. He is a past Governor of
the Canadian Tax Foundation and a Director
on its executive committee. He has been
recognized as one of Canada’s leading tax
advisors by International Tax Review.

MARGARET HODGE

ALISON HOLDER

UNITED KINGDOM

UNITED KINGDOM

The Rt. Hon Margaret Hodge MBE has been
Member of Parliament for Barking since
1994. She is the first elected and first
female Chair of the Public Accounts
Committee and has been a Minister five
times.

Alison Holder is the Tax and Inequality Policy
Manager at Oxfam, leading on international
and UK tax work for Oxfam GB, including Oxfam’s global work on fair reform of international tax rules. Previously, Alison was Head
of Governance & Rights at Save the Children
UK, leading their work on governance, including tax and public spending.

EMILIO B. IMBRIGLIO

TASSO LAGIOS

CANADA

CANADA

Emilio B. Imbriglio is president and chief
executive officer at Raymond Chabot Grant
Thornton. He taught for 18 years at McGill
and Concordia university. He is a member of
Grant Thornton International Ltd’s Leadership Committee, and Board of Governors,
and is also Chair of its Budget Committee,
representing over 130 countries.

Tasso Lagios , managing partner at Richter,
has over 23 years of experience counselling
numerous Canadian-controlled private companies as well as public corporations. His
expertise covers a broad range of industries,
including real estate, distribution, retail, and
manufacturing.
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LYNE LATULIPPE

DAN MITCHELL

CANADA

USA

Lyne Latulippe is a tax law professor at the
Université de Sherbrooke since 2013. She
is an associate researcher for the Research
Chair in Taxation and Public Finance at the
Université de Sherbrooke and she has been
involved in projects addressing tax fairness,
aggressive tax planning, and transfer
pricing.

Dan Mitchell is a Senior Fellow at the CATO
Institute. He is one of the United States’
experts on the flat tax and has been the
leading international voice in the fight to
preserve tax competition, financial privacy,
and fiscal sovereignty.

BLANCA MORENODODSON

RICHARD MURPHY

SPAIN & USA

Richard Murphy is a chartered accountant
and economist. The Guardian newspaper
has described him as an “anti-poverty
campaigner and tax expert.”

Blanca Moreno-Dodson is an experienced
development economist with 21 years of
World Bank service worldwide, especially
in Africa and Latin America. She is accomplished in macroeconomics and fiscal policy
for developing countries, with a focus on
growth, inequality, and poverty reduction.

LOUISE OTIS

UNITED KINGDOM

STÉPHANE PALLAGE

CANADA

CANADA

Louise Otis is the President of the Administrative Tribunal of the OECD. She is also
President of the Appeals Court at the
International Organization of La Francophonie. Louise Otis was appointed by the United
Nations Secretary-General to a 5-member
Panel of independent international experts
in charge of redesigning the United Nations
system of administration of Justice.

Stéphane Pallage is the Dean of the Université de Québec à Montréal’s Business
School. He is a PhD graduate in Economics
of Carnegie Mellon’s Tepper School of
Business and his articles on foreign aid,
child labor, economic fluctuations and
optimal social programs have been
published in many international reviews.

JAY K. ROSENGARD

PASCAL SAINT-AMANS

USA
Jay K. Rosengard is a lecturer in Public
Policy at the Harvard Kennedy School and
has forty years of international experience
designing, implementing, and evaluating
development policies in public finance and
fiscal strategy. He has worked for a wide
variety of multilateral and bilateral donors,
as well as directly for host governments and
private sector clients.

FRANCE
Pascal Saint-Amans took on his duties as
Director of the Center for Tax Policy and
Administration at the OECD in 2012. Since
2007, he played a key role in the advancement of the OECD tax transparency agenda
in the context of the G20. He also was an
official in the French Ministry for Finance
for nearly a decade.
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LEE SHEPPARD

NATALIE ST-PIERRE

USA

CANADA

Lee Sheppard is one of the most widely
read and respected tax commentators
in the world. She has been a mainstay of
Tax Analysts’ publications for 30 years.
Trained as a lawyer, Sheppard specializes
in cutting-edge financial issues, such as
derivatives and hedge funds, and taxation of
multinational corporations.

Natalie St-Pierre is a partner at Richter’s
Tax Division. She develops and implements
strategies that allow her clients to achieve
significant tax savings, thereby ensuring the
effective handling of complex tax matters.
She has a practical approach and understanding of corporate tax issues.

JEAN-PIERRE VIDAL

PAUL WALDIE

CANADA

CANADA

Jean-Pierre Vidal has taught taxation at
HEC Montreal since June 2002. In 2011 he
was chosen by Canada to join an Arbitration Committee of three persons to settle
a dispute between Canada and the United
States. From 2014-2015, he was a member
of the Review Board on the Quebec taxation.

Paul Waldie joined the Globe and Mail in
1995. He has traveled the world for The
Globe, wrote a best-selling book on the
McCain family, and won an award for
magazine writing. He was most recently
the Globe’s European Bureau Chief. In
April he was named Editor of the Report
on Business.

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS!

ACADEMIC PARTNERS

FRIENDS OF TAXCOOP

INSTITUTIONAL PARTNERS

ASSOCIATION DES FEMMES EN FINANCE DU QUÉBEC
ASSOCIATION OF QUEBEC WOMEN IN FINANCE
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